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HISTORY: MADE BY YOU 


By Julie Thompson 


The Southern Oregon Historical Society (SOHS) is introducing a new 
exhibit called “History: Made by You.” where they work with 
volunteers to create community-focused traveling exhibits. 
fe Central Point was the first exhibit and Lake Creek has been chosen as 
- the area to be highlighted in the next exhibit. Amy Drake. SOHS 
Special Projects Coordinator, and Alice Parman, Exhibit Planner. 
; . ; came to our September dinner to get community input and volunteers 
2) for the project. Twenty five community members attended the 
~| dinner/meeting and gave their answers to the questions asked. Amy 
~ and Alice narrowed it down to four issues or ideas that stood out from 
the information given at the meeting. These four were: 


1. Helpful Neighbors- floods. fires, ranching 
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2. Map of schools, homesteads. mines, historic buildings 


—— 


3. Overarching theme: Water- agriculture, ranching etc. 
4, Overarching theme: Wire vs. Wireless 


Numbers 2 and 4 were chosen to be incorporated into the exhibit. 
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CHOOSING THE FOCUS... 


We now had four topics to choose from. So 
every time | saw a community member | 
asked them to vote for their favorite. Many 
told me they"re all fine, you pick one. So | 
ended up polling the *~Breakfast Club” and it 
Was a tie between, Wire vs Wireless and the 
map. We discussed the wire part and 
narrowed it down to highlighting electricity, 
telephone, and fencing. For the wireless part 
we discussed alternative energy. cell phones, 
satellite for computers. and open range. 


The map idea was already taken care of as 
we have Don Grissom's “Genealogy of Lake 
Creek” properties on our swing board 
display in the museum. 


So we now had our focus and next the work 
begins... 


STARTING THE RESEARCH... 


Amy Drake and I had many a discussion on 
how to divide this exhibit into parts. We 
talked about steps that needed to be taken to 
get started. During dinner that September 
night. | was talking to Ralph Wyant and he 


made a comment about electricity that really 


started us rolling. So the first thing we did 
wus set up an interview with Ralph to talk 
about his memories of electricity coming to 
Lake Creek. He was a bit nervous at the 
beginning of the interview, but quickly 
relaxed and the memories started flowing. 
We were able to get some good quotes for 
the exhibit and found out how important his 
brother was in bringing electricity to Lake 
Creek. 
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The next interview we conducted was with 
Shirley Walch Stone. whose father, John, 
brought the first Durham and later Black 
Angus cattle to the “Creek”. She gave us 
some great insight into how fencing played 
an important role in our area. Later in the 
interview, she shed some light on how the 
genealogy of the “Creek” is so intertwined. 


After Shirley’s interview. Amy borrowed 
other oral histories from our museum and 
the previous newsletters, to read and glean 
information. Both Amy and | read and used 
the book, A Journey Back: Eagle Point* 
Lake Creek* Brownsboro* Climax 

written by Barbara Hegne, as a source for 
Lake Creek's history and photos. 


Later on we went to interview Colin McCoy 
and Christine Reising to talk about 
alternative energy. They use the Earth's 
natural resources to power their home. 
Sunlight and wind provide electricity, and a 
water system collects rain water for the 
household and garden. 


LAKE CREEK’S GENEALOGY 


My task was work on the map and to 
research the original homesteaders and find 
pictures of them. if possible. I first printed a 
copy of Don Grissom's Genealogy so I had 
the names for the homesteading families 
whose photos I was trying to find. 


Marilyn Maloney, Lake Creek Historical 
Society Volunteer had previously gone 
through the muscum’s boxes of pictures and 
filed each family in their own folders. She 
also had made a list of the original property 
deeds for our area. You can’t imagine how 
immensely this helped the search. Marliyn 
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also was able to identify photographs of 
pioneers if | didn’t know them. 


If pictures couldn't be found at the Lake 
Creek Museum, I went to the Eagle Point 
Museum to hunt for photos. Helen 
Wolgamott, E. P. Museum Host, has great 
knowledge of this area’s pioneer families. 
Amy also looked through the SOHS 
archives for those hard to find photos. 
Sometimes she was successful. sometimes 
not. 


FENCING 


The exhibit wouldn't be complete without 
looking into fencing. | don’t know much 
about fencing so I called Shirl Bandy. She 
and Rich are always out working on their 
fences. As it so happens they had a sample 
of the oid type field fencing they were 
replacing. I researched this early piece and 
found: 


“The Page Woven Fence Company 

plant in Adrian. Michigan, is the 
successful pioneer of woven wire for 
fences. Before Page fence. woven wire 
had no real hold as farm or stock fence. 
as smooth wire was viewed as a failure. 
The Page Company needed “to convince 
the public that the new wire fence would 
do what was claimed for it.” So they 
bought a herd of buffalo, elk, deer, even 
wolves. and black bear and showed them 
at state and county fairs confined in pens 
made with Page fence. People could and 
did reason that if this new. smooth fence 
held buffalo, it would certainly hold 
domestic animals!” 


Page 3 


The Lake Creek Letter 


Many of the pictures in the archives showed 
early settlers in Lake Creek herding or 
shearing sheep. Jerilyn Watson had a piece 
of old barb wire that she loaned us for the 
exhibit. In researching this type of wire. | 
found out that it was Buckthorn Ribbon 
wire. 


“Some may have used the Buckthorn 
Ribbon Wire patented by T. V. Allis in 
1881. It was popular with sheep farmers 
until about 1900 as the wool did not 
often catch on the wire.~ 


PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER 


While I was doing my part Amy was doing 
her larger part. She looked for quotes in 
past newsletters and oral histories. wrote and 
typed up the nine page script with 
corresponding items or quotes for the 
display cases, researched pictures in the 
SOHS archives. entered all the pictures into 
the computer. and designed the display 
cases. Whew! It took a few days to figure 
out the new to SOHS printer. This printer 
prints on 17 inch paper on a continuous roll. 
She sometimes worked until 9 p.m. printing 
out the items for the exhibit. 


* The last week was like I was back in college 


cramming for an exam! Amy taught me 
how to mount pictures onto foam board. 
This was a three step process. First. you had 
to burnish the glue on the back of the item. 
glue it on the foam board, and then cut it out 
with an exacto knife. THEN the pictures 
were taped to the map or a backboard. 

Some mounted items needed to have a 
special piece of wood attached to the back to 
be able to mount directly to the exhibit. 
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Amy put the exhibit together at SOHS 
before it traveled to Lake Creek just to make 
sure it was all there. Volunteer helpers came 
to SOHS and dismantled the exhibit. loaded 
it up and brought it to Lake Creek and put it 
back up. 
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] was unable to be there for the installation. 
but it takes about 4 hours to put up. We 
have a few problems to work on, but for 
most part our hard work has paid off. The 
exhibit will be in Lake Creek until the 
middle of January, off to a second place. and 
lastly will be at the Medford Airport. My 
hope is that by viewing the exhibit people 
will understand “Lake Creek's 
determination and spirit of self-reliance help 
torge the unigue character of their rural 


community.” —— Bz 
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THANK YOU 


We would like to thank all of the people and 
organizations that contributed to the 
‘History: Made by You" traveling exhibit. 
We had many provide information, quotes. 
items and memories. Bill Abbott. Rich and 
Shirl Bandy, Helen Barrow. Colin McCoy 
and Christine Reising, Debra Grissom Dean. 
Don Grissom, Barbara Hegne. Maxine 
Jackson. Irene Charley Jennings. Marcia 
Liekko, Marilyn Maloney, Jane Ogborn, 
Virginia Pech Phillips,Eugene Stanley. 
Shirley Walch Stone, Julie Thompson, Tom 
Tibbets, Jerilyn Watson. Ralph and Liesa 
Wyant. Patricia Whitney. Helen Wolgamott: 
The City of Eagle Point. the Eagle Point 
Museum, LCHS. SOHS, Oregon Humanities 
and Amy Drake. The exhibit wouldn’t have 
happened without your help. 


OPEN HOUSE 


On Saturday. January 14. from 10a.m.-3p.m. 
we will be having an Open House to show 
off the Traveling Exhibit. You're invited to 
join us for a look back into the beginnings of 
Lake Creek. 


This exhibit was made possible in part by a 
grant from the Oregon Humanities (OH). a 
statewide nonprofit organization and an 
independent affiliate of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. which funds 
O's grant program, 


Refreshments will be provided. 
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GRANT AWARDED TO LCHS 


In September, Christine Reising put 
together a grant proposal to the Jackson 
County Cultural Coalition funded by the 
Oregon Cultural Trust. investing in 
Oregon's arts. humanities, and heritage. 
The grant is titled “Bringing Lake Creek's 
Past to the Future: A Start.” The grant 
states: 


ILCHS proposes to create a website; 
begin the process of making available. 
via the internet, a wealth of materials 
including photos, transcriptions of oral 
histories. genealogical information on 
pioneer residents. and other scan-ready 
documents: and assess the time and 
resources needed to continue digitizing 
its holdings. 


For this project the LCHS is 
requesting $1600. 


By digitizing additional materials. the 
50+ K-5 students at Districts #9°s Lake 
Creek Learning Center would have an 
on-line link to the heritage of the area. 
Similarly. Jackson County residents 
interested in the cultural heritage of the 
more remote areas of the Rogue Valley 
would be able to explore select topics 
on-line. 


In November. we received notice that LCHS 
will be receiving funds for this project. 
Although we only received $850, this will 
help get the web site up and running. Julie 
Thompson attended the award ceremony 
held at the Medford Library. Each 
organization was asked to come up to the 
front of the room and tell what their monies 
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were going towards. I was pleased to hear 
that almost all of these monies were going to 
help children in some way. The attendees 
were entertained by an operatic and a 
Hispanic dance performance given by two of 
the groups receiving grant monies. 
Refreshments were served. 


Marilyn Maloney has been working on the 
web page with Paradux Media. Please know 
that it is just being built, but please check it 
out at www.lakecreekhistoricalsociety.org 
There is even a page that you can send in 
stories you would like to share about Lake 
Creek memories. If you have something that 
you would like to have added, please let us 
know your ideas for this web page. 


TELEPHONE MEMORIES 


By Debra Grissom Dean 
November 29, 2011 


In my mind, as an eight year old, 1960 
was avery big year. As I recall, it was 
in that year, we finally got a telephone 
and a television at our home in Lake 
Creek, Oregon. 


We had been waiting for the phone 
company to string new lines. Our 
phone was a big black rotary dial desk 
type, on an eight-party line. It was 
exciting, long awaited and convenient 
for sure, but not quite state of the art 
for the times. For a kid, the ultimate 
in bragging rights would have been a 
private line. But private lines would 
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not be available for places as far out as 
Lake Creek, for quite a few vears. 


For fifty or more years before the new 
phone lines and rotary dial 
telephones, folks in Lake Creek had 
enjoyed the convenience of the modern 
telephone. Many people had wooden 
wall mounted “Crank” or Magneto 
telephones. The crank handle turned 
the magneto (a type of generator) 
inside the phone. It generated the 
current to ring the ringer at the other 
end of the line. People were given 
rings not numbers. You could ring 
your neighbors on your party line by 
turning the crank the number of rings 
you wanted...say three longs and one 
short. For a long ring, crank the 
handle all of the way around. For a 
short ring, crank the handle one 
halfway around. 


When you called someone, everyone 
else’s phone on the party line would 
ring too. You answered when it was 
your ring. If someone else was using 
the line, vou could hear them when 
you picked up the earpiece. Nosey 
people were notorious for listening in 
on other's conversations. If you 
wanted “Central” (the operator) you 
rang one long ring. The central 
switchboard was located in Eagle 
Point and could connect you to a phone 
anywhere. 


As I remember, after the new phones 
lines went up in Lake Creek and 
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people switched to the rotary 
telephone, my Grandmother Amy 
Grissom, my Aunt Joyce Householder 
and a few others kept their old crank 
telephones operating. The phone 
company no longer maintained the old 
phone line, so when the line went 


dead, someone had to go find the 
problem. 


Usually, that someone was my 
Grandmother and she would ask me to 
come along. We’d saddle up our 
horses and ride the old line until we 
found a place where it had fallen on 
the ground. In many places there 
were no poles and the line was strung 
through the limbs of oak trees. 
Grandmother carried wire and 
hammer and nails and would send me 
up into the trees to secure the 
insulator to a new spot. Then she’d 
hand me up the line to restring and off 
we'd go. After storms, there was 
usually more than one downed spot to 
find and repair, so it would take most 
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of the day. Grandmother always had 
something good to eat packed in her 
saddlebag and we would stop in to say 
hello to folks along the way and check 
their phones. 

Versions of these phones are still used 
today on naval ships as their failsafe © 
intercom. They are called Self: 
powered or Sound-powered 
Telephones (SPT) and don’t require 
any power to function. Like the old- 
time phones, the crank generates 
current to ring the receiving bell. You 
have to shout into the microphone to 
induce enough current to power the 
speakers at the other end. 


It is interesting that the concept of 
those “Crank” telephones, more than a 
century old, is still a good one and still 
beneficial, even in this technologically 
advanced world that we live in today. 


Remembering details can be tricky 
and often not particularly accurate. 
But memories of how something made 
us feel are very clear. I smile at the 
memory of how proud I was that I 
could help my Grandmother with that 
“important” job of fixing the old crank 
telephone line in Lake Creek. 
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NO WIRE-FENCE WIRE-WIRELESS 


I can't think of wire without thinking of 
fence wire, it has been such a huge part of 
my life it seems to have become my purpose 
in life. 

There are something's that husbands and 
wife's should not do together at least not 
until their relationship matures substantially, 
this usually happens about the time when 
one or both of you are deaf and unable to 
hear the other one mumbling or shouting at 
the other end of the line of wire you are 
stretching. 

Rich and I started our fencing together in 
steep mountain country where there had 
never been a fence or a road. We were 
young then and had good hearing it made for 
some unusually conversations and some 

cold nights, but when we were done it was a 
wonderful accomplishment. 

I never thought we would leave Arrasta 
Canyon. It seems like everywhere we have 
gone since then the fences are down and 
there is a barn to build and corrals to build. 
We had a lot of practice and learned a lot 
about building fence and a lot about one 
another. For instance Rich now knows that 


- even though I can't hear him I can read his 


lips so he has to keep his back to me when 
he is saying what he is thinking. 

I can't help but wonder how much easier it 
would of been back then if we could of used 
a cell phone or a walkie-talkie instead of all 
those hand jesters and yelling back and 
forth. 


Shirl Bandy 
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CHRISTMAS DINNER 


December 10" was the date for the Lake 
Creek Annual Christmas Dinner. Marilyn 
had the hall all ‘decked’ out with a tree 
loaded with gifts. It was sad that only 25 
people showed for the dinner. There was 
plenty to eat and everyone was talking about 
holiday plans. This year Marilyn thought it 
would be great to do 
something different 
instead of just eat ' ae 
talk and go home. A 
White Elephant Gift 
Exchange was just the 
ticket. 

She enlisted Betsy Sarthou’s help and had 
her wrap up all the remaining White 
Elephant items from the Holiday Bazaar. 
After dinner, I got up and told everyone 
about the rules for the gift exchange. Each 
person would come up and pick a present. 
The next person had the option of ‘stealing’ 
that gift or picking a new one from the tree. 
It the gift was ‘stolen’ from the previous 
chooser, he/she then would again choose a 
present. A gift can only be stolen twice then 
it was ‘captured’ by the third person. There 
were sO many presents we went around the 
tables two times! 

It was a clever way to getting rid of the 
Bazaar leftovers and you could hear lots of 
laughter and ribbing about the gifis people 
had chosen and went home with. For 
example, Gregg Grissom’s first gift was two 
large glass ash trays. His second was a set 
of stove turning knobs. He’ll be ribbed about 
those for a long time to come!! Hopefully, 
we'll have a bigger turnout next year. 
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Holiday Bazaar 
By Marilyn Maloney 

I wish to “thank” those that helped and 
donated items for the Bazaar, which was 
held in November. Betsy Sarthou served 
lunch on Friday and Diane Seitz furnished 
and served hot BBQ sandwiches on 
Saturday. | also wish to ‘thank’ the vendors 
for their support in this year’s bazaar. They 
were: Shirl Bandy, Shauna Engbrechs, Dee 
Hangston. Eva la Banty. Peggy Mc Innes, 
Maxine Peile. Mary Power, Teresa Stockton, 
Lori Dutton, and Linda Sutton. 
The White Elephant items we had left over 
we used for a game at the Christmas Potluck 
Dinner. 
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Well known porcelain doll maker, Linda 
Lee Sutton donated a beautiful porcelain 
doll. The winning ticket was drawn at the 
Christmas dinner on Dec. 10. 

Betty Clement. from Eagle Point, was the 
winner. She has a collection of dolls so this 
on will fit right in. Congratulations Betty! 
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Scott and Georgiann Grissom 


Courtesy of the Upper Rogue Independent 


Grissom- Lacomte Wed 


Georgiann Lecomte and Scott Grissom were 
married Nov. 20, 2011 at the LCHS Pioneer 
Hall. Reverend Phil Anderson officiated at 
the ceremony. 


The newlyweds are both lifelong residents 
of Jackson County. The bride is the 
daughter of the late George and Betty Wentz 
of Shady Cove. The groom is the son of 
Donald and Deloris Grissom of Lake Creek. 


The maid of honor was the bride’s 
daughter, Chantae Lecomte and the best 
man was the groom’s brother, Gregg 
Grissom. 


A dinner reception was hosted by the bride 
and groom immediately following the 
ceremony. The dinner included tri-tip, 
garlic mashed potatoes and Caesar salad and 
was prepared by Ron Leonardo Catering of 
Shady Cove. 


Following a honeymoon trip to Seattle and 
Leavenworth, Washington, the newlyweds 
will return home near Lake Creek. 
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Up Coming Events 


SOHS/LCHS Traveling Exhibit 
Open House 10am-3pm 


January 14" 
Community Breakfasts - 8:30 am 
Jan 8", Feb 12", Mar 11" 


Community Potluck Dinners -5:30 pm 


Jan 24", Feb 28", Mar 27" 


2012 CALENDARS 


Come one, come all.... 


There are still some calendars left for Happy 
New Year Gifts. The price hasn’t changed 
since we started our calendars. It’s still just 
$10.00! This year’s theme is farm 
equipment. So for an excellent way to start 
off the New Year give a LCHS calendar so 
the recipient can keep up on all the events 
put on by the LCHS. 


Lake Creek Reunion Potluck 


Mark your calendar for this year’s Reunion. 
The date is Sunday, June 24, 2012. 

Come visit with family and friends, catch up 
on the Lake Creek happenings, and visit the 
new exhibits in Pioneer Hall. Hope you can 
join us this summer. 


\Mfinke el 


In Memoriam 


Herbert A. Payne 

Herbert A. Payne. 85, of Eagle Point, went on to 
elory very peacefully on the beautiful day of 
December 23, 2011, with his wife at his bedside. 
He was born May 12, 1926. to Herbert and Willow 
Payne, in Hanover, N.M. 

Herbert grew up in Arizona and New Mexico, his 
tirst service to his country was obtaining the rank of 
Eagle Scout during that time. In 1943, he left high 
school in Arizona and enlisted in the U.S. Navy. 

After serving over two years in the Navy, he 
entered the University of Arizona only having to 
quit due to medical conditions he received in the 
service. 

Herbert was in the Asiatic Pacific Theater. U.S. 
Marines Medical Corp. He was on Guam. 

Tinian, and Iwo Jima. He received two silver stars. 
a purple heart and other medals. 

After service, he came to the Rogue Valley and 
on June 22. 1951, he married the former Betty 
Walch. of Lake Creek. 

Herbert worked for Medco and Puget Timber 
Company. before becoming manager of the sporting 
goods and camera department for the Big Y 
Shopping Center. After leaving the Big Y, he went 
to work as a maintenance engineer for School 
District 9 in White City until his retirement. 
Herbert loved photography. hunting. camping, 
fishing. and working with young people. He loved 
the wilderness as “God provided it.” 

Herb was involved for several years with young 
people at the Open Bible Church and was part of a 
drug awareness and prevention program in the 
1960°s and 1970's. 

In addition to his wife Betty. Herb is survived by a 
brother. Ray. of Eagle Point. several nieces, 
nephews. and eight godchildren. 

He was preceded in death by his parents: and 
brother. Bill. 

A memorial service was held December 30, 2011. 
1:00 p.m.. at the Eagle Point National Cemetery. 
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Contributions may be made in Herbert Payne's 


name to Easter Seals. P.O. Box 4616. Portland OR 
97208, or the Special Olympics. 


Courtesy of the Eagle Point Independent 
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Irene Caroline Edwards 


[rene Caroline Edwards died August 17. 
2010, in Central Point, Ore. 

Irene was born June 29. 1912, in Waubay, 
S.D., to Augusta (Reich) and Casper Holman. 
She married Hjalmer Edwards on February 2. 
1949. 

Irene and Hjalmer loved music and dancing. 
They were members of various bands 
throughout their marriage and performed at 
county fairs, senior centers and nursing homes. 

Irene was preceded in death by her husband. 
Hjalmer: her parents: two brothers and three 
sisters. She is survived by her daughter, Janice 
(Ralph) Sikkink: four grandchildren: six great- 
grandchildren: many nieces and nephews: and 
the Crawford family. 

A private graveside service will be held. If 
desired. memorials may be made to the 


Medford Senior Center in Irene'’s name. 


Courtesy of the Medford Mail fribune 
(Note: Irene graciously donated her husband. 
Hjalmar’s, violin to the Lake Creek Museum. 
Victor Gardener was the maker of the violin.) 
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Irene at 96 years young in 2008 = > 
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OLYMPUS CAMERA 
FOR SALE 


We were donated an Olympus Camera with a 
lot of lenses. It is in a water proof box. We 
would like to sell it for $500.00. If you or 
someone you know of would be interested 
please have them come by the Pioneer Hall 
and check it out. If we could sell this it would 


be a great benefit to the LCHS. Thanks to the 


donor.=3 im 


= 


ASA HEADSET 


We also have for sale an ASA Headset for 
pilots. We are asking $100.00 or best offer. 
Come by the Pioneer Hall and check it out. 
This was also donated and will greatly help in 
our finances. 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 


[ ] Family----—----- --$25.00 Name. 

[ ] Individual-----------10.00 Address 

[ ] Memorial----------100.00 City State 

{ ] Lifemember------- $00.00 Phone (day) (Evening) 


{ ] Donation of. 


Memorial is a new category. We now have 
a memorial board. You select the name (s) 
and dates that you want engraved on a 

1” x 2 %” brass plate. - Three lines per plate. 
Your/Yearly membership is included. 
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E-Mail address 


Please check the membership category on the left and 
mail this form with your check to: 


Lake Creek Historical Society 
1739 So. Fork Little Butte Crk. Rd. 
Eagle Point, OR 97524 
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Can anyone identify the people 
in this picture or where the 
house was located? 


A copy of this postcard was given — : oi 
to the LCHS by Pacific Northwest ~~ 
Postal History Society. 


Lake Creek Historical Society 
1739 South Fork Little Butte Creek Road 
Eagle Point, Or. 97524 
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